6rangemouth Community Council

Minutes of Meeting of Grangemouth Community Council
Held on 18th June, 2009 at the Youth & Community Wing,
Abbots Road, Grangemouth.

Present
K. Hogarth, W. Inglis, M. McDougall, B. Mclntosh, A. MacCallum,
J. Pollinger, J. Reid. M. Richards.

In attendance
Councillors A. MacDonald, R. Spears, PC A. Willocks, PC G. McCrae CSP,
R. Salvesen, 1. Judge MOP

Apologies for absence
B. Adam. Councillor A. McNeill.

Convener W. Inglis

Community Policing

PC G. McCrae gave members an update on PACT referring to Charlotte
Dundas Court area problems with Youth disorder, vandalism in Claret
Road, Castleton Crescent shop area football and drinking. PC Willocks
advised of a number of cycle thefts and sneak break in. A cycle
stamping would be held shortly. A number of cars had been broken into
and others vandalised.

Concern was expressed by Community Councillors on : Parking at the
Stadium: Vehicles exiting from Grangeburn Road onto Bo”’Ness Road: HGV
Vehicles using Kingseat Avenue bridge: Speeding on Newlands Road:
Vehicles jumping the traffic lights when turning right from Newlands
Road to Central Avenue.

(Councillor Spears advised that a right filter was to be placed at this
junction).

09/28 Minutes Minutes of the meeting held on 21st May, 2009 were
adopted on the motion of K. Hogarth seconded by J. Pollinger.

09/29 Matters Arising
08/52 Town Clock Reinstatement nothing further to report on current
matters

09/04 Bus Stop Tinto Drive Shelter now in place. Councillor MacDonald
was attempting to have the stop made both ways.

09/22 Grangeburn Road Litter A site meeting had been held,
unfortunately the Council representatives were only concerned with the
flooding risks however they undertook to take our concerns back, reply
had been received that the ground from Bo’Ness Road/South Shore Rd
junction belongs to Forth Ports. Grass cutting was at present some two
weeks behind; we now had a contact in the Estates Management section
and contact and would be made to establish policy and scheduling of
grass cutting throughout the town.

A general discussion took place with various suggestions and options
which would be taken forward.




09/30 Correspondence

Falkirk Council

Environmental & Regulatory Services

Application to hold Public Processions:
Mid Scottish Area, the Boys Brigade 21/06/2009
RBLS Grangemouth Branch 27/06/2009
No Objections

Corporate & Neighbourhood Services
Chloe Hunter regarding let of Grangemouth Town Hall on 14th November
2009 Noted

Stuart Ritchie Housing Service - Improvement Plan Progress Noted

Marie Dunbar enclosing copy of tenants Newsletter "In the
Neighbourhood" Noted

Development Services
lan Dryden Town & Country Planning (Scotland) Acts Modernising Planning
Noted

Planning Aid Scotland Enclosing subscription receipt Noted

ASCC Inviting nominations for Area Representative. National Secretary
to be contacted regarding timing of such due to forthcoming CC
elections.

Copy of the “Community Councillor” it is hoped to be able to provide a
copy for members.

Falkirk Community Health Partnership Forum meeting 23/6/2009 Noted

Councillor A. MacDonald letter regarding action to be taken re the
proper HGV route to Newhouse Business Park and Wood Street Industrial
Area via Newlands/Newhouse Road. Noted

09/31 Monthly Planning and Transport report
No significant planning issues to report this period.

Residents of Kerse road have raised concerns with regard to the
proposed extension to the Grangelee hotel on the basis of problems
associated with the behaviour of some of the clients using this
facility. This would not be regarded as a valid cause for objection to
the proposal under planning rules however elected members present did
indicate that if more information could be brought forward then any
issues could be raised with housing department officers.

W.Inglis reported on the meeting held with the Scottish Transport
Minister Stewart Stevenson held on 17 June at the Scottish Parliament
to lobby for funding in support of infrastructure changes in and around



Grangemouth in support of proposed freight hub. (See appendix A for
details)

09/32 Grangemouth Children Day Expenditure for prizes was agreed
following the motion of A. MacCallum seconded by J. Pollinger

09/33 Annual General Meeting and Recess Members agreed that the Annual
General Meeting would be held on 20th August 2009. A. MacCallum moved
seconded by K. Hogarth “That Council now be in recess all matters to be
dealt with by Executive Officers."

09/34 Grangemouth Events Group J. Pollinger gave update of events and
appealed for volunteers to assist.

09/35 Councillor A. MacDonald expressed his and the other elected
representatives thanks to this Community Council for their hard work
and dedication, it had been a pleasure to work with them.

Convener Inglis thanked the Elected Representatives.

The meeting then terminated
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Appendix A

Grangemouth campaign meets Minister

Representatives of the Grangemouth Transport Forum have met Transport Minister Stewart
Stevenson to discuss Grangemouth transport needs - and what Grangemouth has to offer to
Scotland's economy and Scotland's climate change strategy.

At a meeting held in the Scottish Parliament on Wednesday 17th June, the Minister heard
presentations from Walter Inglis (Grangemouth Community Council); Kevin Collins (Falkirk
Council); David Eaglesham (Road Haulage Association); Tom Curry (Direct Rail Services); Alan
Burns (Forth Ports); and summary comments from Clir Robert Spears.

The issues addressed by the meeting included local traffic and how heavy traffic could be kept
away from residential areas through improved motorway access to port and industry; the link
to the M8 via the A801 Avon Gorge road; and improvements in Grangemouth's freight and
passenger rail links.

Campaign for better road and rail provision
Falkirk East MSP Cathy Peattie, who organised the meeting, said:

"The road improvements that we are lobbying for have been agreed in principle, but must now
compete for priority with other projects that have also been identified as desirable. We are
therefore arguing very strongly that the improvements we seek offer benefits, locally and
nationally, that far outweigh their cost. Put simply, they would be a very good investment in
Scotland's future. The rail improvements are also clearly desirable, although they depend to
some extent on other developments taking place, and there are some technical issues that
need to be addressed.



"The other thing that really stood out at the meeting was that the Grangemouth Transport
Forum was able to put forward a very strong case because it has brought together the different
interest groups, who have collaborated to look for solutions that benefit everyone. So much so
that the Minister commented on the strength of the united front presented to him by the
Forum.

"This was never going to be a short campaign, and that's more true given the current global
recession. The meeting with the Minister was a significant step, but it's not the end of the
story. We are going to have to maintain and build the pressure for these improvements, but |
am pleased to say that we have a sound basis on which to do so."

Presentation to Minister

Speaking on behalf of the Community Council, Walter Inglis noted that Grangemouth has a long
industrial history in support of the National economy and is proud of its contribution.

"We readily acknowledge the potential environmental benefits for Scotland but want to ensure
that the Community of Grangemouth does not suffer from increased noise and air pollution, to
meet a national aspiration. We broadly welcome the economic benefit that development could
bring to the community but want to ensure that the growth will be delivered in a sustainable
way."

Falkirk Council Transport Planning Coordinator Kevin Collins addressed Grangemouth's role in
the national plans, and the current difficulties that needed to be addressed.

"The Grangemouth Freight Hub needs improvements in road and rail infrastructure to support
Grangemouth’s role as Scotland’s largest container port and major freight distribution centre.
We need improved railhead access within the port and electrification of the rail link through
Falkirk Grahamston; better connections to the M9 motorway; a better link to the south; and
improvements to the local road network including separation of community and dock traffic.

"This is acknowledged in the Strategic Transport Projects Review, where project 20 includes
upgrades to M9 junction 6, upgrading of the AB01 between Grangemouth and the M8, and
improved rail access to provide capacity enhancements at and around Grangemouth junction."

Speaking on behalf of local hauliers, David Eaglesham said that "the RHA welcomed the
constructive meeting with Stewart Stevenson. The Association is in complete agreement with
the priorities of the Forum - it's now time for the Scottish Government to play their part and
deliver the funding"

The issue of a rail station was addressed by Tom Curry. He compared Grangemouth to Alloa,
noting that with a similar population and lower costs, a station in Grangemouth was likely to be
good value for money.

"I believe there is room for passenger services to Grangemouth. If electrification were to be
put in place, then we would also be to run freight services direct to continent without a loco
change. Tying together these and other projects will give wider benefits, and upgrading the rail
facility in the port could see tens of thousands of road movements taken off local and national
roads."

Alan Burns of Forth Ports reminded the Minister that Grangemouth was the main artery for
Scottish imports and exports, handling approximately 27% of Scotland’s GDP, and that
Grangemouth had a lot to offer to strengthening Scotland’s economy through sustainable
connections.



Grangemouth was a "future proofed solution to Scotland's needs. We can reduce inland
transport distances, remove traffic bottlenecks, be a major catalyst for new distribution
developments, and create new jobs - and not least, the improvements we seek would allow us
to become a better neighbour to Grangemouth residents".

Summing up, Councillor Robert Spears emphasised the importance of people working together
for a common goal.

"It augurs well for the project when everybody is on board. | am asking the Government to get
on board too. This work needs to be undertaken sooner rather than later - if the economy is to
grow, we need to get things moving with all possible haste."

Ends



